3o8            FALKLAND AND HIS TIMES

settlement of the port," says Clarendon, "which was of
infinite importance to the King in point of trade and his
customs and with reference to Ireland, and the applying
the army to some new enterprise without loss of time, could
not be done without his Majesty's presence." He took
with him the Duke of Richmond, Falkland, Culpepper and
Hyde. The King spent a night at Malmesbury on the
way, while Falkland and Culpepper were Hyde's guests at
Pirton. It was probably the last occasion on which the
three friends so long associated found themselves together,
and alone. The King and his counsellors reached Bristol
on 1st August, and the immediate business was despatched
by making Hopton Lieutenant Governor under Prince
Rupert and raising him shortly afterwards to the peerage.
Hertford was carried off to Oxford by the King.

During the brief stay at Bristol there was an incident
which caused further friction between Hyde and Culpepper.
Hyde rightly deemed it pertinent to his office to inquire
into the condition of the trade of Bristol, and the revenue
likely to be derived therefrom. To his mortification he
found his inquiries anticipated by Ashburnham, who as
Paymaster of the Army had been instigated to a like in-
quiry by Culpepper. This " the Chancellor took very heavily,
and the Lord Falkland, out of his friendship to him more
tenderly, and expostulated it with the King with some
warmth; and more passionately with Sir John Culpepper
and Mr. Ashburnham, as a violation of the friendship they
professed to the Chancellor, and an invasion of his office,
which no man bears easily". The quarrel was patched up ;
the offenders " made some weak excuses of incogitance and
inadvertence," and the King himself " was pleased to take
notice of it to the Chancellor, with many gracious expres-
sions ".l The incident deserves notice only as a further illus-

lLife, I, 199.643   were  those  of his own household.
